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ConTENTS.— Types of schools represented—Number of schools reporting—Instructors—Assistants—Enroll- 
ment—Statistical tables. = 


TYPES OF SCHOOLS REPRESENTED. ; - 


With regard to af{ministration three types of schools for mentally 
defective children age represented in this report, viz, State institu- 
tions, private institutions, and city day schools. The State institu- 
tions reporting are distributed among 37 States. In addition to 
these, two other States, Maryland and South Dakota, maintain each 
a school for the feeble-minded, but fio report on the statistics of these 
schools was. received for the school year 1921-22. ese State 

. Institutions receive and care for those who are mentally defective, 
but do not receive the insane or juvenile criminals. No statistics; . 
were collected as to the type of inmates admitted to these institu- 
tions, but the catalogues of many of them indicaté that most-of the 
inmates are children, a few institutions admitting older persons. 
The private institutions are generally very similar to the State 
institutions, and the statistics of these two types of schools are more 
or less comparable. The city day schools are controlled by city 
boards of education and constitute a part of the city school system. 
Adults are not admitted to these schools and classes. Throughout 
this report these schools have been designated as city-day schools, . 
this term being preferable to the designation *‘ public day schools,” ’ 
used in former reports, since the State institutions are also public. 
Children“attend these schools only during the day and are not fur- 
nished with board and lodging as are the children in Bias and private 
institutions. 

A further distinction much more significant than*these should be 
pointed out, namely, that the children in city day schools are usually 

-retarded or backward school children who have been placed in 
special classes for special teaching and direction. These classes are 
usually designated “special .classes,”’ “opportunity classes,” “ excep- 
tional classes,’ “‘ungrade¥ classes,” or “classes for defective chil- 
dren.’’ In only four instances are t hools professedly for feeble-. 
minded children. Usually shiloh tty day schools are able to 
take care of themselves, and no “attendants” are Necessary. In . 
general, these children have a much higher type of mentality than do — 

“inmates in State and private institutions,’ For these reasons it is” 

| doubtful whether the statistics of city day’ schools should be treated” 
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with, or should be compared with, the statistics of schools for the 
feeble-minded. These three types of schools have heen treated 
separately where any advantage would be gained by doing so. 


NUMBER OF SCHOOLS REPORTING. | 


This year (1922) the statistics show a total of 214 schools or classes 
for the mentally defective. About one-half of these, or 133, aro 
classes in city day schools, 51 are State institutions, and 30 are 
private institutions. 

Since 1900 the number of State institutions reporting has increased 
from 19 to 51, and the number of private schools frgm 10 to 30. No 
data on special classes in city day schools for retarded or sub- | 
normal children were collected prior to 1913. Since that date the 
number of cities making special provisions for these subnormal chil- 
dren has increased from 52 to 133. The increase in the total number 
of schools for mental defectives since 1900 does not show that a 
greater percentage of children are becoming mentally defective from 
year to year, but ‘rather indicates ‘a growing interest on the part of 
cities, States, and. private organizations in making provision for this 
-unfortunate class of mentally retarded or defective children. 


INSTRUCTORS. 


In 1922, out of 1,956 teachers in schools and classes for the feeble- 
minded, 91 per cent were women and only 9 per cent were men. In 
1912, the:last year in which only the statistics of State and private 
institutions were included, out of a total of 424 teachers 82 per cent 
were women. Very few teachers in the city day schools are men. 


ASSISTANTS. ; 33 


Asplotasite in schools for the feeble-minded do not give instruction, 
ut usually devote their tinie to caring for the inmates. Accordingly, 
they are usually employed in State and private institutions rather 
than in city day schools. In 1922 over 68 per cent of these assist- 
ants were women. 


bd 
ENROLLMENT IN SCHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR FEEBLE- MINDED 
AND SUBNORMAL CHILDREN. 


The enrollment in schools and classes for feeble-minded and sub- 
normal children shows an extraordinary increase in the past 22 
years. Ii*1900 the 29 schools reporting had 10,217 inmates. _ While 
city schools were not reporting, it is highly probable that there were 
very few classes for these types of children. The 214 schools in 1922 
! report a total of 63,399 pupils. The best comparison is, perhaps, 
’ between the years of 1918 and 1922, as almost the same schools 
_>..: are included in both reports; 206 schools and institutions in 1918 
Bh: Liane Bb Ges pupils, which means an increase-in enrollment of 15. 
be durin past four years, It-is more than twice as‘much. 
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as the increasé in enrollment in public elementary and secondary 
day schools, which would indicate that more attention is being given 
to the education of feeble-minded and subnormal children than was 
done formerly. 

The principal increase in number of students has been in the city 
day schools, which show over 5,000 more students in 1922 taan they 
enrolled in 1918. The increase in the city schools is very encourag- 
ing, because it shows more and more a tendency on the part of school 
superintendentg-4o take care of local situations, in this way doing a 
great service to the child and at the same time relieving the regular 

‘school-teacher of a responsibility for which she has made little 
preparation, and which ordinarily should not be,expected of her. 


TABLE 1.—Reriew of statistics of schools and classes for feable-minded and. sub- 
normal children, 1900-1922. 
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TseLE 2.— Value of property of schools for the feeble-minded, 1921-22. 
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TABLE 3.—Expenditures in schools for the feeble-minded, 1921-28. 
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